	
Fiscal Year	Numbers Retired and Disassembled
1980	535
1981	1,416
1982	1,360
1983	960
1984	860
1985	927
1986	574
1987	1,068
1988	510
1989	1,134
1990	1,056
1991	1,546
1992	1,274
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Energy, cited in U.S. Congress, Office of Technology Assessment, Dismantling the Bomb and Managing the Nuclear Materials, OTA-O-572 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, September 1993), p. 24.
and health. Dismantlement is conducted under carefully designed, preapproved, step-by-step procedures, which are time-consuming. The existing facilities and personnel are working close to capacity. Thus, significantly speeding the pace of dismantlement would require either hiring and training a substantial number of extra personnel, in order to add an additional shift at existing facilities, or building new facilities. Even hiring and preparing workers for an additional shift would take several years because there are extensive screening and training processes for personnel who are to handle nuclear weapons. Since, at the currently scheduled rate, planned U.S. dismantlements would be largely complete by the year 2000 in any case, such steps would not drastically shorten the remaining time to completion.
The weapons components resulting from dismantlement are either stored, destroyed, disposed of as waste, or processed to recover valuable materials. The plutonium weapons components, known as pits, are currently being placed in intermediate storage at Pantex, while the highly enriched uranium components are being shipped to the Y-12 plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where they can be stored or processed for use as nuclear fuel in naval or civilian reactors. High-explosive components are being burned in the open at Pantex, but environ- the W-33, which did not include plutonium components, was dismantle the Y-12 plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, rather than at Pantex. See U.S. Congress, General Accour Office, Nuclear Weapons: Safety, Technical, and Manpower Issues Slow DOE's Disassembly Eff< GAO/RCED-94-9 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, October 1993).
